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to-morrow. ... It would be disaster to wait for the un-
certain voting of November 7. The people have a right and
a duty to decide such questions not by voting but by force.
... To delay action is the same as death."*

Later that same evening, Lenin came disguised from
Lesnoye to Smolny to take direct charge of the operations.
His presence, though concealed, destroyed the last remnants
of uncertainty, and the death-blow to the tottering pro-
visional regime was dealt on November 7.

The Kerensky regime perished, as it had lived, in-
gloriously and with infirmity of purpose. Red guards had
been organized on a large scale in expectation of fierce
opposition, but the Provisional Government simply melted
away. Kerensky on the morning of the 7th left Petrograd
to look for an army. He neither found one, nor returned.
A few hours later the remaining members of the Govern-
ment, betrayed by their own guards, were arrested during
their last session at the Marinsky Palace. Their final
defenders were bewildered old Palace servants, a handful
of army cadets, and some singularly ineffective military
amazons.

1 Lenin, Collected Works, xxi. Book 2, pp. 144-145.